This Indo-European language is spoken by about 5 million people in 
Armenia, in Georgia and elsewhere in the former Soviet Union; and, in a 
slightly different form, by about a million people in several Middle Eastern 
countries (Turkey, Lebanon) and by emigre colonies throughout the world. 
This second form is known as Western Armenian; Eastern Armenian is the 
written and spoken language used in the former Soviet Union. The two 
forms are mutually intelligible, indeed very close to each other. Within 
Eastern Armenian the sub-dialectal system is very complex: Garibian 
distinguishes over 50 dialects, sub-divided into seven groups, according to 
the method used to form the present tense. 

For Old Armenian language and literature, see Armenian, Classical. 

Classical Armenian continued to be used as a written language until the 
nineteenth century and was the medium for the notable and very important 
renaissance of Armenian culture initiated by the Mekhitarist Order in 
Venice from the early eighteenth century onwards. In Armenia itself, the first 
steps towards the creation and development of a new literary language, 
closer to the spoken norm, were taken in the early nineteenth century by 
Khachatur Abovian and Ghevond Alishan. The late nineteenth century 
produced many outstanding writers, notably the novelists Raffi and 
Shirvanzade, the poets Tumanian and Isahakian, and the playwright 
Sundukian. 
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